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QUICK TIPS 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 

This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint (version 2007 

or newer) skills. Below is a list of commonly asked questions 

specific to this template.  

If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some template 

features may not work properly. 

 

Template FAQs 
 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 

Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your preferred 

magnification. This template is at 100% the size of the final poster. 

All text and graphics will be printed at 100% their size. To see what 

your poster will look like when printed, set the zoom to 100% and 

evaluate the quality of all your graphics before you submit your 

poster for printing. 

 

 

Modifying the layout 

This template has four different column layouts.   

Right-click your mouse on the background  and   

click on LAYOUT to see the layout options.  The  

columns in the provided  layouts are fixed and  

cannot be moved but advanced users can modify  

any layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 

 

 

Importing text and graphics from external sources 

TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing placeholder or 

drag in a new placeholder from the left side of the template. Move 

it anywhere as needed. 

 

PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, click in it and 

insert a photo from the menu. 

 

TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an external document 

onto this poster template. To adjust the way the text fits within the 

cells of a table that has been pasted, right-click on the table, click 

FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and change the INTERNAL 

MARGIN values to 0.25. 

 

 

Modifying the color scheme 

To change the color scheme of this template go to the DESIGN menu 

and click on COLORS. You can choose from the provided color 

combinations or create your own. 
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This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 100cm x100cm 

professional  poster. You can use it to create your research poster 

and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.   

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you through 

the poster design process and answer your poster production 

questions.  

 

To view our template tutorials, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 

 

When you are ready to  print your poster, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com. 
 

Need Assistance?  Call  us at 1.866.649.3004 
  

Object Placeholders 
 

Using the placeholders 

To add text, click inside a placeholder on the poster and type or 

paste your text.  To move a placeholder, click it once (to select it).  

Place your cursor on its frame, and your cursor will change to this 

symbol       ..  Click once and drag it to a new location where you 

can resize it.  

 

Section Header placeholder 

Click and drag this preformatted section header placeholder to the 

poster area to add another section header. Use section headers to 

separate topics or concepts within your presentation.  

 

 

 

Text placeholder 

Move this preformatted text placeholder to the poster to add a new 

body of text. 

 

 

 

 

Picture placeholder 

Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size it first, and 

then click it to add a picture to the poster. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook 

page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB 

icon.  

Across Europe the biggest challenge facing teachers is  

that of responding to learner diversity.  This paper  

discusses the potential importance of  using lesson  

study and students’ voices as strategies for teacher  

development, in order to address this challenge.  It is   

based on initial findings from a three-year European  

Union study in three countries (Spain, Portugal, UK),  

involving eight secondary schools  and five universities.   

Illustrative examples from the different contexts are  

used to demonstrate how an engagement with the  

views of the students,  embedded within the lesson  

study approach, can have an impact on teachers’  

thinking and practices in such a way so as to develop  

more inclusive practices.   

 

ABSTRACT 

The project is a three-year project (2011-2014), funded  

by the European Union Executive Agency.  It addresses  

the crucial agenda of responding to  learner diversity  

through the creation of an innovative approach to in- 

service teacher development.   

 

The project involves processes of collaborative action  

research and aims to have a direct impact on teachers’  

thinking and practices and on students’ participation. 

  

 

The study sets out to address the following question: 

 

- How can teachers develop more inclusive practices 

by engaging with the views of the students? 

 

 
 

PROJECT AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The study makes use of collaborative action research  

processes. It also combines two approaches:  the use  

of students’ views and lesson study, a strategy that  

involves teams of teachers in working together to  

develop their practices (Hiebert, Gallimore & Stigler,  

2002). 

 

  

Students’ views are collected by a range of means,  

including both quantitative and qualitative methods  

such as sociograms, questionnaires, interviews  

and visual images. An initial action plan was developed  

to be used by all schools in the first phase of the study  

(pilot phase).  Researchers monitored the progress and  

assisted with data collection in each of the schools. The  

initial action plan consisted of the following seven  

steps: 

 

1.Form a working group 

2.Analyse diversity in the school 

3.Collect the views of students 

4.Plan the research lesson 

5.Teach the research lesson 

6.Interview students 

7.Identify implications 

 

METHODS AND MATERIALS 

The research is influenced by theories of inclusive  

education that place emphasis on the quality of  

education provided for all children (Ainscow,  

1999; Corbett, 1997; Corbett, 2001; Farrell, 2000;  

Lewis, 1995) and are concerned with issues of human  

rights, equal opportunities and social justice  

(Armstrong et al., 2000).  In addition, it uses the  

‘organisational paradigm’ suggested by Clark et al.  

(1995), which focuses on “identifying what features  

within schools facilitate such responses and what  

processes can be initiated which would bring those  

features about” (p. 79).    

 

Bearing these ideas in mind, the rationale on which this  

research was developed views the idea of listening to  

students as a key strategy for developing inclusive  

education (Messiou, 2012).   

 

THEORETICAL BACKGROUNDS INITIAL FINDINGS 

Our analysis of these developments points to themes  

that have started to emerge across the schools and  

countries.  These relate to:  

- the importance of leadership support in such efforts;  

- the challenges associated with the use of such 

approaches, including 

- issues of time and commitment on the part of 

teachers, and the challenges of using students’ voices 

in order to develop further aspects of learning and 

teaching;  

- teachers’ resistance on listening to students’ 

suggestions; and  

- the benefits that such an approach can have on 

teachers in terms of changing their thinking and 

practices 

CONCLUSIONS 

Anderson and Herr (1994) argue that “students are  

everywhere in schools, and yet they are too often  

invisible to the adults who work there” (p. 59).    

They refer to the work of Fine (1991) who suggests that  

schools engage in an active process of ‘silencing’  

students through their policies and practices so as to  

smooth over social and economic contradictions.      

Through this project opportunities for students’  

authentic involvement are explained.  These  

opportunities are not just about issues that relate to  

students’ participation in social activities or structures  

within the schools, such as school councils, for  

example, but relate to issues regarding  

relationships, teacher attitudes, and aspects of learning  

and teaching. The study also demonstrates how  

research knowledge can be constructed in close  

collaboration with practitioners and students, and as a  

result, how this can have a direct impact within school  

contexts, especially on teachers’ thinking and  

practices.  

 

 

  For more information: 

 http://studentsvoices.eu/ 

 

or, contact:  Kiki Messiou, project co-ordinator: k.messiou@soton.ac.uk 
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Using lesson study and students’ voices as strategies for 
teacher development 
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