Italian Stereotypes

I arrived at Ancona airport with a number of stereotypes and preconceived ideas about Italy and Italian people, partly from the media and partly from my previous brief visit to Rome as a teenager. Over the course of the week, some of these proved to be true but many did not...

1. Italians are rude - definitely untrue. Although the general stereotype of Italians is friendly, on my previous trip to Rome I had found a lot of people to be quite brusque and impatient (unless they were trying to get you to buy something, of course). However, I found all the people we met on this trip to be very welcoming and importantly, patient with our efforts to speak Italian. Maybe it was because we were in a less touristy part of the country but (except perhaps in Rome) everyone seemed willing to let us try out our Italian rather than interrupting us with English, something which happens in many parts of the world that I, as a language student, always find very annoying. People would also go out of their way to help us with directions or recommending somewhere to eat. Basically, the impression I got of Italians was completely different, and much more positive, than on my previous visit. This is, of course, the danger with judging a country and its people based on one place or experience. 

2. Italians are bad drivers - partially true.  The taxi drivers seemed sensible enough but we did see a couple of cars parked in dubious “parking spaces” over the week! 

3. Italians are very loud - untrue. On TV, Italians always appear to be practically shouting when they talk, but with the exception of a particularly noisy family on the train to Rome, everyone spoke at a perfectly normal volume. However, the stereotypical hand gestures often seen in films and so on do appear to be based on fact, even if they’re not quite as exaggerated as we’re led to believe. It is true that Italians do like to talk with their hands, not just their voices!

4. Italians are very fashionable - true. The locals we saw always seemed to look effortlessly stylish, even if they were just walking their dog through town!

5. Italy is beautiful - true. From the ornate historic buildings and picturesque piazze to the beautiful - and surprisingly green - countryside, no-one could deny the beauty of this country.

6. Italian food is amazing -definitely true. Everything we ate was delicious, including, of course, the many gelati we sampled along the way! Even the simplest things (like caprese, a salad of tomatoes, mozzarella and basil) tasted so good just because the ingredients were so fresh. 

In general, the positive stereotypes proved to be true and the negative ones not so much. This pretty much sums up my experience of Italy and its people, which was very positive. Although we were only there for a week, I think that I developed a much better sense of what Italy is all about and I can’t wait to go back and explore this beautiful country further. I also enjoyed the opportunity to practice my Italian and I was quite proud of how much I could say and understand after only 8 months of studying the language. 
Thank you to Alessia for organising the trip and thanks to everyone in the group for making it so funny and memorable!   (By mogen Bishop-White)
