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To sustain our project during and beyond the 
funded period it is  important that the number 
of staff and students involved in the network 
continues to grow and is representative of the 
whole University community. To connect with 
the project and join the network contact us on 
intercultural@soton.ac.uk or visit the project 
website at  https://blogs.soton.ac.uk/ics 

 

About the Project 

Intercultural Connections Southampton 
This conference has been organised as part of the Intercultural Connections 
Southampton Project which is being led by Alison Dickens and Jill 
Doubleday (Modern Languages) and funded under the University’s 
Education Enhancement Fund. The Project aim is to explore and enhance 
the intercultural experience of students and staff at the University. It will 
build on past initiatives such as the University of Southampton 
Internationalisation Forum (USIF) to create a network for supporting 
intercultural and internationalisation activities in Southampton.   

         
        

 

Project activities 
• An internal conference on internationalisation   
• A seminar series 
• Student-led projects on five themes (culture, teaching and learning, 

public engagement, enterprise and research) 
• Professional development events for academic and professional services 

staff 
• An Intercultural Connections festival, run by students and open to the 

public 
• A final conference, Multicultural and Multilingual Southampton 

 

ICS Programme 

Events 
The project started in September 2014 and was officially launched at the 
International Staff Café which meets in the Nuffield Café. We have run the first of 
our seminar series on the topic of peer mentoring with another to follow (in 
partnership with ILIAD) on 18th June 2015 led by Julie Wintrup (Health Sciences) and 
Kelly Wakefield (Engineering) on the subject of international student experiences of 
supervision. 

Student Projects 

We have carried out the first of 5 student-led projects (which will be reporting at 
this conference) and are in the process of setting up the second, on the theme of 
group work. 

CPD 
Our professional development programme is well underway and two workshops 
have already been held for academics (Teach for Success: supporting international 
students in the classroom) and Professional Services staff (Developing Cultural 
Awareness: an intercultural communication skills workshop). A second workshop for 
academic staff, Teach for Success 2: Managing interaction and assessment in 
international student groups takes place on  13th May 2015. 

Coming soon… 
Coming up later this year will be the Intercultural Connections Festival which will 
run at the beginning of the academic year and will involve the local community as 
well as the University. This will be mainly organised by students and will be 
coordinated by a student intern who is soon to be appointed.  

 

Work with us 
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Programme (afternoon) Programme (morning) 

9.00 Arrival, registration and coffee 

 

9.45 

 

Professor Clare Mar-Molinero (Associate Dean Internationalisation, 
Humanities, University of Southampton) 

Welcome  

10.00 

 

Presentation 1 – Dr Steve Ryall (Health Sciences, University of 
Southampton) 

An investigation into the issues of staff’s conceptions and experiences 
of internationalisation and the implications for its delivery in higher 
education 

10.30 

 

Workshop - Victoire Boulegroun-Ruyssen, Lien Bui, Madalina Cretu, Ian 
Forbes, Maya Nedyalkova, Jane Ra (University of Southampton) 

Intercultural Connections workshop: The  Social and Cultural 
experiences of University of Southampton students 

The Intercultural Connections Southampton Project aims to explore and 
enhance the intercultural experience of students at the University. This 
session will report on and discuss the findings of the first of a series of 5 
student-led projects which has been researching the social and cultural 
interests and activities of students in which intercultural exchange should 
or could be taking place.  

11.15 Coffee break 

11.45 

 

Keynote 1 – Dr Sheila Trahar (Education, University of Bristol) 

Internationalisation of the curriculum: a ‘wicked problem’? 

12.30 Lunch 

 

13.15 

 

Speed-networking sessions 

Each session will last for 10 minutes and will be run four times. Choose 4 
out of the 6 sessions  below: 

1. Sylvia Pender (Medicine) – Student buddy scheme 
2. Jane Stephenson (Library) – Academic support 
3. Kate Borthwick & Mary Page (Modern languages) – The 

multilingual/multicultural classroom 
4. Katie Bizley - Mobility and student exchanges 
5. Alison Dickens – Intercultural Connections Project 
6. Pat Maier – Foundation programme, Malaysia campus 

 
14.15 

 

Presentation 2 – Oliver Ross, Dorothy Chadwick  (University Hospital 
Southampton NHS Foundation Trust) &  Rebecca Foster (Faculty of 
Health Sciences, University of Southampton) 

Migrant NHS staff: their contribution, perspectives and support 
networks 

14.45 Tea break 

 

15.15 

 

Presentation 3– Julie Watson (Humanities, University of Southampton) 

Get Ready for Southampton:  a pre-arrival online transition course for 
international students coming to the University of Southampton 

15.45 

 

Keynote 2 – Professor Jennifer Jenkins (Centre for Global Englishes, 
University Southampton) 

How good are their intercultural communication skills? International 
students cast judgement on home students and staff 

16.30 

 

Close of conference 

 

 



 

  

List of presenters List of presenters contd. 

 Welcome Professor Clare Mar-Molinero 
Associate Dean Internationalisation (Humanities) 
Alison Dickens 
Assistant Director LLAS Centre/ICS Project Director (Modern 
Languages)  
Jill Doubleday 
Teaching Fellow /ICS CPD Developer (Modern Languages) 
 

Presentation 1 Dr Steve Ryall 
Lecturer/Faculty Lead Internationalisation (Health Sciences) 
 

Workshop Victoire Boulegroun-Ruyssen, Erasmus student ( Humanities) 
Lien Bui, PhD student (Modern Languages) 
Madalina Cretu, Erasmus student (Humanities) 
Ian Forbes,  PhD student (Social Sciences)                                   
Maya Nedyalkova, PhD student (Film)                                          
Jane Ra,  PhD student (Modern Languages) 
 

Keynote  1 

 

Dr Sheila Trahar  
Reader in International Higher Education, (School of Education, 
University of Bristol) 
 

Speed Networking Dr Sylvia Pender  
Reader in Mucosal Immunology/Associate Director International 
 (Medicine) 
Jane Stephenson 
Head of Faculty Library Services, Natural & Environmental 
Sciences (Library) 
Kate Borthwick  
Senior Enterprise Fellow (LLAS Centre, Modern Languages) 
Mary Page 
Senior Teaching Fellow (Modern Languages) 
Katie Bizley 
Study Abroad & Exchange Assistant (International Office) 
 Alison Dickens 
Assistant Director LLAS Centre/ICS Project Director (Modern 
Languages) 
Pat  Maier 
Lecturer, (School of Civil Engineering and the Environment, 
Malaysia Campus) 
 

 

The speed networking sessions are short round-table discussions (1o mins 
each) which involve a short introduction/presentation of the topic by the 
facilitator followed by questions and discussion from the audience. At the 
end of the session, signalled by a whistle, delegates will move to a different 
table and the facilitators will repeat their sessions with a new audience. 
This will happen four times so delegates will be able to attend four of the 
six sessions. 

 Table Number: 

1. Student buddy scheme 
2. Academic support 
3. The multilingual/multicultural classroom 
4. Mobility and student exchanges 
5. Intercultural Connections Project 
6. Foundation programme, Malaysia campus 

  

 

Speed networking sessions 

Presentation 2 

 

Dr Ollie Ross  
Consultant Anaesthetist, (University Hospital Southampton 
NHS Foundation Trust ) 
Sr Dot Chadwick  
Practice Educator & Orthopaedic Theatres Sister, (University 
Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust) 
Dr Becky Foster  
Research Fellow, (Health Sciences) 
 

Presentation 3 

 

Julie Watson 
Principal Teaching Fellow in eLearning/Head of eLanguages, 
(Modern Languages) 

Keynote 2 Professor Jennifer Jenkins  
Chair of Global Englishes and Director of the Centre for Global 
Englishes (Modern Languages) 
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