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National Institute for Health Research Collaborations 
for Leadership in Applied Health Research and Care 
(NIHR CLAHRCs)

Thirteen NIHR CLAHRCs have been funded from January 2014 to carry out 
world-class applied health research focused on the needs of patients and 
to translate research evidence into practice in the NHS.

CLAHRCs are partnerships set up between health and social care 
organisations, universities and other relevant bodies to improve patient and 
population outcomes through the conduct and application of applied health 
research.

Background
Nine CLAHRCs were funded for five years from 2008 to address the “second gap in 
translation” [A review of UK health research funding, Sir David Cooksey. HM Treasury, 
December 2006]. This crucial stage in translating research into practice involves the 
evaluation and identification of those new interventions that are effective and appropriate 
for everyday use in the NHS and the process of their implementation into routine clinical 
practice. 

The success of the nine CLAHRCs led to 13 being funded from 2014. CLAHRCs have a 
unique focus on applied health research and translation of research findings into improved 
patient and population health outcomes, as per the central role of NIHR research in the 
innovation pathway illustrated on page 3.
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CLAHRC aims
The aims of the NIHR CLAHRCs are to:
•	 develop and conduct applied health research relevant across the NHS and to translate 
research findings into improved outcomes for patients

•	 create a distributed model for the conduct and application of applied health research 
that links those who conduct applied health research with all those who use it in practice 
across the health community

•	 create and embed approaches to research and its dissemination that are specifically 
designed to take account of the way that health care is delivered across the regional 
health economy

•	 increase the country’s capacity to conduct high quality applied health research focused 
on the needs of patients and particularly research targeted at chronic disease and public 
health interventions

•	 improve patient outcomes in diverse local populations and across the wider NHS

•	 contribute to the country’s growth by working with industry.
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NIHR Innovation Pathway diagram



CLAHRCs 2014-2019
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Map produced by NIHR CLAHRC East Midlands*

*Disclaimer - shading is an approximation of a CLAHRC’s regional coverage



Name of CLAHRC Host Organisation Director

NIHR CLAHRC East Midlands Nottinghamshire Healthcare 
NHS Trust

Prof Kamlesh Khunti
University of Leicester
E: kk22@leicester.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC East of England Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
NHS Foundation Trust

Prof Peter Jones
University of Cambridge
E: pbj21@cam.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC Greater 
Manchester	

Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust Prof Ruth Boaden
University of Manchester
E: ruth.boaden@mbs.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC North Thames	 Bart’s Health NHS Trust Prof Rosalind Raine
University College London
E: r.raine@ucl.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC North West 
Coast	

NHS Liverpool Clinical 
Commissioning Group	

Prof Mark Gabbay
University of Liverpool
E: m.b.gabbay@liverpool.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC North West 
London
	

Chelsea and Westminster Hospital 
NHS Foundation Trust

Prof Derek Bell
Imperial College London
E: d.bell@imperial.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC Oxford		
	

Oxford Health NHS 
Foundation Trust

Prof Richard Hobbs
University of Oxford	
E: richard.hobbs@phc.ox.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC South London	 King’s College Hospital NHS 
Foundation Trust

Prof Graham Thornicroft
King’s College London
E: graham.thornicroft@kcl.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC South West 
Peninsula

Royal Devon and Exeter 
NHS Foundation Trust

Prof Stuart Logan
University of Exeter
E: stuart.logan@exeter.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC Wessex 	
	

University Hospital Southampton 
NHS Foundation Trust

Prof Jessica Corner
University of Southampton
E: j.l.corner@soton.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC West University Hospitals 
Bristol NHS Foundation Trust

Prof Jenny Donovan
University of Bristol
E: jenny.donovan@bristol.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC West Midlands	
	

University Hospitals Birmingham 
NHS Foundation Trust

Prof Richard Lilford
University of Warwick
E: r.j.lilford@warwick.ac.uk

NIHR CLAHRC Yorkshire 
and Humber

Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust	

Prof Sue Mawson
University of Sheffield
E: s.mawson@sheffield.ac.uk
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CLAHRC themes
CLAHRCs are addressing a range of health research and cross-cutting themes defined by 
national and local priorities.

•	 Health research themes will include mental health, frailty and ageing, dementia, chronic 
diseases, person-centred care, prevention and health improvement, public health, early 
years/child/adolescent health, health inequalities, primary care, acute care and more.

•	 Cross-cutting themes will include implementation/improvement, patient and public 
involvement, evidence syntheses and health economics.

For further details, please visit the CLAHRC Partnership Programme website page that links 
to individual CLAHRC websites.

6     Collaborations for Leadership in Applied Health Research and Care

Word Cloud based on CLAHRC themes from 2014



The CLAHRC Partnership Programme
A national CLAHRC Partnership Programme is supported by the CLAHRCs to develop 
collaborative working and knowledge sharing between the 13 collaborations.

Find out more about the programme and the CLAHRCs at www.clahrcpp.co.uk

The National Institute for Health Research
Established in April 2006, the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) is providing 
the framework through which the research staff and research infrastructure of the NHS in 
England is positioned, maintained and managed as a national research facility. For further 
information, visit the NIHR website (www.nihr.ac.uk).

The CLAHRCs are managed by the NIHR Central Commissioning Facility (NIHR CCF). 
Email: IRS@nihr-ccf.org.uk
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